General Assembly

Votes

Selected Votes from the 2003 Legislative Session

Compiled from official legislative records by John L. Rustin

On January 29, with a 60-60
Democrat/Republican split in the House,
the 2003 North Carolina General Assem-
bly began what was sure to be a session
like no other. Following six inconclusive
votes in the election for Speaker, the
House blazed new ground by electing
two of their own to lead them. Rep. Jim
Black (D-Mecklenburg) and Rep. Rich-
ard Morgan (R-Moore) presided over the
chamber on alternating days, and contrary
to speculation of a House plagued by grid-
lock, the Co-Speakers led the House with
a surprising degree of coordination and ef-
ficiency. In the Senate, where Democrats
held a 28-22 majority, Sen. Marc Basnight
(D-Dare) was elected for his sixth term as
President Pro Tempore.

Debate over the budget consumed
much of the legislature's focus during the
surprisingly short six-month "long" ses-
sion. For only the second time in two de-
cades, lawmakers passed a "long session"
budget before July 1, the beginning of the
state's fiscal year. Despite ongoing expec-
tations of massive revenue shortfalls, the
$14.8 billion spending plan exceeded the
prior year's budget by nearly $500 million.
While the budget extended for two more
years the "temporary" half-cent state sales
tax and half-percent state income tax
increase on high wage earners enacted in
2001, Tarheel families will benefit from
the beginning of the two-year phase out of
the marriage tax penalty and the two-year
phase up of the child tax credit—also ap-
proved by lawmakers two years ago, but
subsequently delayed.

Although it was discussed throughout
the session, no formal action was taken to
put North Carolina in the gambling busi-
ness through a state-run lottery. Addition-
ally, for the second time in two years, the
Senate passed a bill to ban video poker in
the state, but the House failed to act on it.

In what has become an unfortunate
common practice over the last five years,
the General Assembly also failed to even
consider practically every piece of pro-life
legislation introduced. On the positive
side, legislation was passed that reinstates
the state's ability to regulate sexually
explicit conduct at bars and nightclubs;
restrictions were reenacted that practically
nullify the State Abortion Fund; several
bills passed the House to increase the
statewide cap on the number of charter

Ra&-

schools allowed to operate in North Caro-
lina; legislation was defeated that would
have given special legal protections to
homosexuality and other alternative sexual
lifestyles; an effort to gut North Carolina's
abstinence education law was reversed;
and efforts to undermine parental authority
were blocked.

This issue of Findings includes infor-
mation on selected votes taken by the
House and Senate during the 2003 Legis-
lative Session. Throughout the session, we
reported on the progress of many of the

Dedicated to the
Preservation of the Family

bills that are listed here.

This report is not intended to be a “vot-
er's guide,” although many citizens are
interested in how different legislators view
different issues. You may want to use this
information to talk with your legislators
about their views on particular issues.

Researching Votes

If you are interested in researching
how the members of the General As-
sembly voted on certain issues yourself,
you can visit the General Assembly
library in Raleigh or access the General
Assembly website over the Internet at
www.ncleg.net.

The General Assembly library is lo-
cated on the second floor of the legislative
building at 116 West Jones Street in down-
town Raleigh. The library has every bill
introduced during the session, copies of all
amendments approved on the floor of the
House or Senate, copies of all conference
reports on bills and copies of all recorded
House and Senate floor votes. If you can't
find what you need, the legislative li-
brarians are extremely knowledgeable and
are always very helpful. The legislative
library phone number is 919-733-7778.

You can also access much of this
legislative information via the General
Assembly website, which also contains
a variety of information including phone
numbers and addresses of legislators,
legislative committee assignments and bill
information. Voting records can be found
in the “History of Votes” section of the
“Legislation” page and also on each indi-
vidual bill history page (if a recorded vote
was taken in the House or Senate on the
bill you are researching.) You may have
to conduct additional research to locate
the correct version of the bill in order to
determine what issue actually was being
considered by legislators.



HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

Ref.
1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Bill No.

Vote Description

Speaker Vote First vote of House to elect a Speaker of the House for the 2003-2004 Legislative Session.

H2

H31 HCS

H150 HCS

H152 HCS

H152 SCS

H397 HCS2

H397 HCS2

H397 HCS2

H397 SCS

H900

H900

H943 HCS

H1047

H1330

S19 SCS

5226 HCS2

S359 HCS2

S359 HCS2

$5996 HCS

This vote was the first of six identical inconclusive votes for Speaker in which Jim Black (JB) received 60 votes,
George Holmes (GH) received 55 votes, and Richard Morgan (RM) received 5 votes. To be elected Speaker
from a list of nominees, one must receive votes from a majority of the members present and voting.

House vote on HR 2-Power-sharing.
HR 2 elected Jim Black as Democratic Speaker and Richard Morgan as Republican Speaker in a "power-sharing"
arrangement whereby each would preside over the House on alternating days and appoint committee members.

House 2nd Reading vote on the HCS for HB 31-Raise Cap on Charter Schools.
The HCS for HB 31 would increase the statewide cap on the number of charter schools in N.C. from 100 to 110.

House 3rd Reading vote on the HCS for HB 150-Establish State Education Grants.
The HCS for HB 150 would expand eligibility for state grants to include students attending certain accredited
private institutions of higher education (namely Roanoke Bible College and Southeastern College of Wake Forest).

House vote on Amendment #1 to the HCS for HB 152-Unauthorized Medication/Prevent SIDS/Child Care.
Amendment by Rep. Sam Ellis (R-Wake) to authorize a parent or guardian, in addition to a health care provider,
to sign a written waiver allowing a child care caregiver to place a child on the child's side or stomach for sleeping.

House vote to adopt conference report on the SCS for HB 152-Prevent SIDS/Child Care/Investigations.

The conference report on HB 152 requires child care facilities to develop and maintain a written safe sleep policy;
allows for a waiver authorizing a child to be placed on his or her side or stomach for sleeping; and ensures that
reports of abuse and neglect at child care facilities are investigated.

House vote on Amendment #5 to the HCS2 for HB 397 —Budget/Family Tax Cut/AAA Bond Rating.
Amendment by Rep. Leo Daughtry (R-Johnston) to eliminate the "World Views" program at UNC-Chapel Hill, a
program to help K-12 and college educators understand other cultures with a global perspective.

House vote on Amendment #6 to the HCS2 for HB 397 —Budget/Family Tax Cut/AAA Bond Rating.
Amendment by Rep. Leo Daughtry (R-Johnston) to enact an across the board spending reduction in the proposed
state budget of 2.65 percent in the 2003-04 fiscal year and 3.20 percent in the 2004-05 fiscal year.

House 3rd reading vote on the HCS2 for HB 397 —Budget/Family Tax Cut/AAA Bond Rating.

The HCS2 for HB 397 would spend just short of $15 billion for the 2003-04 fiscal year; continue the half-cent

state sales tax set to expire on June 30, 2003; allow for the beginning of the two-year phase out of the marriage tax
penalty and the phase up of the child tax credit, which was approved in 2001 but subsequently delayed; eliminate
the annual $50,000 appropriation to the State Abortion and other state funding of abortion; cut funding for Smart
Start; increase funding for the More at Four pre-kindergarten program; and make numerous other changes.

House vote to adopt conference report on the SCS for HB 397 —2003 Budget Act.

The conference report on the SCS for HB 397: spends $14.8 billion for the 2003-04 fiscal year; extends for two
vears the half-cent state sales tax and half-percent state income tax increase on high wage earners enacted in
2001; allows for the beginning of the two-year phase out of the marriage tax penalty and the phase up of the child
tax credit, which was approved in 2001 but subsequently delayed; includes a $50,000 allocation to the State
Abortion Fund but retains longstanding restrictions on the use of the Fund; includes over $25 million to reduce
second grade class size and an additional $8.6 million for the “More at Four” pre-kindergarten program; and
makes numerous other changes.

House 2nd Reading vote on HB 900-Restaurant ABC Permits.

HB 900 would increase, from 60 to 70, the percentage of gross receipts restaurants can generate from alcohol sales.

House (second) 2nd Reading vote on HB 900-Restaurant ABC Permits.
This 2nd Reading vote on HB 900 passed, after the House reconsidered the vote by which HB 900 was defeated.

House 2nd Reading vote on the HCS for HB 943-Schools Can't Recommend Some Medications.

The HCS for HB 943 would require local boards of education to adopt rules prohibiting school personnel from
recommending certain drugs, such as Ritalin, or requiring such drugs as a condition of attending school.
House 3rd Reading vote on HB 1047-Abolish Alienation of Affection/Criminal Conversation.

HB 1047 would abolish the common law civil actions of alienation of affections and criminal conversation.

House 2nd Reading vote on HR 1330-Commending Billy Graham.
HR 1330 honors Rev. Billy Graham as a renowned humanitarian, philanthropist, and great North Carolinian.

House 3rd Reading vote on the SCS for SB 19-Township ABC Elections.
The SCS for SB 19 would allow for alcohol elections on the township level in addition to the city and county level.

House 2nd Reading vote on the HCS2 for SB 226 —Unauthorized Admin. of Meds. by Child Care Facility.
The HCS?2 for SB 226 would make it unlawful for a licensed or unlicensed child care facility to willfully administer,
without authorization from a child's parent or guardian, prescription or over-the-counter medication to a child.

House vote on Amendment #1 to the HCS2 for SB 359-Forsyth Charter School/Raise Cap.
Amendment by Rep. Phil Haire (D-Jackson) to delay the proposed charter school cap increase until 2006.

House 2nd Reading vote on the HCS2 for SB 359-Forsyth Charter School/Raise Cap.

The HCS?2 for SB 359 would increase the statewide charter school cap from 100 to 110; allow the Winston-Salem/
Forsyth School System to apply for one charter school; and require that any charter operated by a local board of
education be evaluated under the state's ABC Accountability program and federal No Child Left Behind.

House 2nd Reading vote on the HCS for SB 996-ABC-Sexually Explicit Conduct Banned.
The HCS for SB 996 reinstates the State's ability to restrict sexually explicit conduct at bars and nightclubs.

Yote#  Date
n/a  1/29/03
n/a  2/05/03

276 4/24/03
726 6/11/03
197 4/21/03
878 7/7/03
159 4/16/03
160 4/16/03
175 4/17/03
858  6/29/03
225 4/22/03
240 4/23/03
355 4/30/03
479 5/01/03
657  6/05/03
669 6/9/03
1019 7/17/03
1035 7/17/03
1036 7/17/03
1105 7/19/03

Final
60-55-5

89-31

84-23

66-47

57-55

111-1

44-72

45-73

75-42

77-39

55-59

60-53

116-1

69-46

101-0

67-43

111-0

47-63

77-34

103-0



HOUSE VOTES
Dist. Home Co.

Legislator

Alma S. Adams
Martha B. Alexander
Bernard Allen
Gordon P. Allen
Lucy T. Allen

Cary D. Allred

Rex L. Baker

Bobby H. Barbee, Sr.
Jeffrey L. Barnhart
Larry Bell

James B. Black

J. Curtis Blackwood, Jr.
John M. Blust
Donald A. Bonner
Alice L. Bordsen
Joanne W. Bowie
Harold J. Brubaker

J. Russell Capps
Becky Carney
Walter G. Church, Sr.
Debbie A. Clary
Lorene T. Coates

E. Nelson Cole
James W. Crawford, Jr.
Billy J. Creech

Arlie F. Culp

Wm. T. Culpepper, I
Wm. Pete Cunningham
Wm. G. Daughtridge Jr.
N. Leo Daughtry
Michael P. Decker
Margaret H. Dickson
Jerry C. Dockham
Beverly M. Earle
Rick L. Eddins

J. Samuel Ellis
Bobby E. England
Jean Farmer-Butterfield
Stanley H. Fox
Phillip D. Frye

Pryor A. Gibson, I1I
R. Mitchell Gillespie
Rick Glazier

D. Bruce Goforth
Wayne Goodwin
Michael A. Gorman
Robert Grady

Jim Gulley

Joe Hackney

R. Phillip Haire

John D. Hall

James A. Harrell, III
Dewey L. Hill

Mark K. Hilton

L. Hugh Holliman
George M. Holmes
Julia C. Howard
Howard J. Hunter, Jr.
Verla Insko

Margaret M. Jeffus
Charles E. Johnson
Linda P. Johnson
Earl Jones

Carolyn H. Justice
Carolyn K. Justus
Joe L. Kiser

Stephen A. LaRoque
David R. Lewis

58
106
33
55
49
64
91
70
75
21
100
73
62
48
63
57
78
50
102
86
110

41
80
101
40
39
112
24

84
69
85
44
115
68
3
15
103
54
119

90
20
88
81
92

5
56
59
4
74
60
16
117
97

53

Guilford
Mecklenburg
Wake

Person
Franklin
Alamance
Stokes
Stanly
Cabarrus
Wayne
Mecklenburg
Union
Guilford
Robeson
Alamance
Guilford
Randolph
Wake
Mecklenburg
Burke
Cleveland
Rowan
Rockingham
Granville
Johnston
Randolph
Chowan
Mecklenburg
Nash
Johnston
Forsyth
Cumberland
Davidson
Mecklenburg
Wake

Wake
Rutherford
Wilson
Granville
Mitchell
Montgomery
McDowell
Cumberland
Buncombe
Richmond
Craven
Onslow
Mecklenburg
Orange
Jackson
Halifax
Surry
Columbus
Catawba
Davidson
Yadkin
Davie
Northampton
Orange
Guilford

Pitt

Cabarrus
Guilford
Pender
Henderson
Lincoln
Lenoir
Harnett

GH

GH

GH
GH
GH
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HOUSE VOTES (continued)

Legislator Dist. Home Co.
Marvin W. Lucas 42 Cumberland
Paul Luebke 30  Durham
Mary E. McAllister ~ 43 Cumberland
Daniel E McComas 19 New Hanover
W. Eugene McCombs 76~ Rowan
William C. McGee 93 Forsyth
Patrick T. McHenry 109  Gaston
Marian N. McLawhorn 9 Pitt

W. Edwin McMahan 105 Mecklenburg
Henry M. Michaux, Jr. 31 Durham
Paul Miller 29  Durham
David M. Miner 36 Wake

W. Franklin Mitchell 96  Iredell

Tim Moore 111 Cleveland
Richard T. Morgan 52 Moore

Don Munford 34 Wake

Martin L. Nesbitt, Jr. 114 Buncombe
Edd Nye 22 Bladen
William C. Owens, Jr. 1 Pasquotank
Earline W. Parmon 72 Forsyth
Louis M. Pate, Jr. 11 Wayne

Jean R. Preston 13 Carteret

Ray Rapp 118 Madison
Karen B. Ray 95 Iredell

John M. Rayfield 108  Gaston

John W. Rhodes 98  Mecklenburg
Debora K. Ross 38  Wake

John I. Sauls 51  Lee

Drew P. Saunders 99 Mecklenburg
Mitchell S. Setzer 89  Catawba

P. Wayne Sexton, Sr. 66 Rockingham
Wilma M. Sherrill 116  Buncombe
Paul Stam 37  Wake

Edgar Starnes 87  Caldwell
Bonner L. Stiller 17 Brunswick
Ronnie N. Sutton 47  Robeson

Joe P. Tolson 23 Edgecombe
Wm. L. Wainwright 12 Craven
Trudi Walend 113 Transylvania
R. Tracy Walker 83  Wilkes

Alex Warner 45 Cumberland
Edith D. Warren 8 Pitt

Jennifer Weiss 35  Wake

Roger West 120 Macon
Arthur J. Williams 6 Beaufort
Keith P. Williams 14 Onslow
Constance K. Wilson 104 Mecklenburg
W. Eugene Wilson 82  Watauga
Larry W. Womble 71  Forsyth
Stephen W. Wood 61  Guilford
Thomas E. Wright 18  New Hanover
Douglas Y. Yongue 46 Scotland

1
JB
IB
IB
RM
GH
GH
GH
IB
GH
IB
IB
GH
GH
GH
RM
GH
IB
IB
IB
IB
GH
GH
IB
GH
GH
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IB
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GH
RM
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IB
IB
IB
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IB
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IB
IB
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break a tie.

Reading the Vote Charts: What the Symbols Mean

The votes in this edition of Findings are taken from the actual tally sheets on which the votes are recorded. These tally sheets are provided
by the offices of the House and Senate clerks after each day’s session. The sheets include information such as the date and time of the vote; the
vote sequence number; the subject of the vote - whether an amendment, a reading (there are two reading votes on each bill), a conference report,
concurrence, or other; the bill sponsor; the version of the bill; the legislative day number; the presiding officer; and the votes.

We have reported the votes as they occurred with some explanation of the vote, instead of trying to show whether or not members voted the
way we thought they should. Charts for both the House and Senate use “Y” for those voting “yes,” and “N” for those voting “no.” Other symbols
differ for the two houses. The House uses: “EA” for “excused absence,” “EV” for “excused vote,” and “NV” for “not voting.” The Senate uses:
“E” for “excused,” “NC” for “not cast,” and “A” for “absent.” The letters “HCS” and “SCS” at the end of a bill number stands for “House Com-
mittee Substitute” or “Senate Committee Substitute” respectively.

The Speaker of the House votes at his pleasure, while the Lieutenant Governor, who normally presides over the Senate, cannot vote except to

4



SENATE VOTE DESCRIPTION

Ref.
21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

Bill No.
S3SCS

S6 SCS

S19 SCS

5226 SCS2

5996 SCS

H150 HCS

H152 SCS

H152 SCS

H397 SCS

H397 SCS

H397 SCS

H900

Yote Description

Senate 3rd Reading vote on the SCS for SB 3-Session Limits.

The SCS for SB 3 calls for a constitutional amendment limiting the length of the long legislative session (held in
odd-numbered years) to 135 calendar days and the short session (held in even-numbered years) to 60 calendar
days plus a possible 10-day extension for each session, and proposes to move the start date of the session from
the third Wednesday after the second Monday in January to the first Wednesday in December.

Senate 2nd Reading vote on the SCS for SB 6-Ban Video Poker/All But Reservations.
The SCS for SB 6 would ban the possession and operation of video gaming machines in North Carolina, except
Sfor federally recognized Indian tribes.

Senate 2nd Reading vote on the SCS for SB 19-Township ABC Elections.
The SCS for SB 19 would allow for alcohol elections on the township level in addition to the city and county level.

Senate 3rd Reading vote on the SCS2 for SB 226-Unauthorized Admin. of Meds. by Child Care Facility.
The SCS2 for SB 226 would make it unlawful for a licensed or unlicensed child care facility to willfully administer,
without authorization from a child's parent or guardian, prescription or over-the-counter medication to a child.

Senate 2nd Reading vote on the SCS for SB 996-ABC-Sexually Explicit Conduct Banned.
The SCS for SB 996 would reinstate the State's ability to restrict sexually explicit conduct at bars and nightclubs.

Senate 2nd Reading vote on the HCS for HB 150-Establish State Education Grants.
The HCS for HB 150 would expand eligibility for state grants to include students attending certain accredited
private institutions of higher education (namely Roanoke Bible College and Southeastern College of Wake Forest).

Senate vote on Amendment #1 to the SCS for HB 152-Prevent SIDS/Child Care/Investigations.
Amendment by Sen. Virginia Foxx (R-Watauga) to allow a parent or guardian, in addition to a health care provider,
to sign a written waiver allowing a child care caregiver to place a child on the child's side or stomach for sleeping.

Senate vote to adopt the conference report on the SCS for HB 152-Prevent SIDS/Child Care/Investigations.
The conference report on HB 152 requires child care facilities to develop and maintain a written safe sleep policy;
allows for a waiver authorizing a child to be placed on his or her side or stomach for sleeping; and ensures that
reports of abuse and neglect at child care facilities are investigated.

Senate vote on the motion to table Amendment #5 to the SCS for HB 397-2003 Budget Act.

Motion to table amendment by Sen. Fred Smith (R-Johnston) to limit the growth of the state's General Fund
operating budget to the prior year's General Fund operating budget plus a growth factor based on the average
annual percentage changes in North Carolina personal income over the previous 10 calendar years, and to require
a 2/3 vote of both houses to exceed this limitation.

Senate 3rd Reading vote on the SCS for HB 397-2003 Budget Act.

The SCS for HB 397 would spend over $15 billion for the 2003-04 fiscal year, extend for two more years the half-cent
state sales tax and half-percent state income tax increase on high wage earners enacted in 2001, delay for two more
years the implementation of the phase out of the marriage tax penalty and the phase up of the child tax credit; restore
cuts the House made to the State Abortion Fund and other state funding of abortions; restore cuts the House made to
Smart Start; and make numerous other changes.

Senate 2nd Reading vote on the conference report to the SCS for HB 397-2003 Budget Act.

The conference report on the SCS for HB 397 spends $14.8 billion for the 2003-04 fiscal year; extends for two
years the half-cent state sales tax and half-percent state income tax increase on high wage earners enacted in
2001; allows for the beginning of the two-year phase out of the marriage tax penalty and the phase up of the child
tax credit, which was approved in 2001 but subsequently delayed; includes a $50,000 allocation to the State
Abortion Fund but retains longstanding restrictions on the use of the Fund; includes over $25 million to reduce
second grade class size and an additional $8.6 million for the “More at Four” pre-kindergarten program; and
makes numerous other changes.

Senate 2nd Reading vote on HB 900-Restaurant ABC Permits.
HB 900 increases, from 60 to 70 percent, the amount of gross receipts restaurants can generate from alcohol sales.

Vote #
10/1

199/8

308/20

117/15

325/37

931/33

641/15

807/18

300/12

330/5

78212

517/21

Date
2/19/03

4/22/03

4/29/03

4/10/03

4/29/03

717103

6/10/03

7/8/03

4/29/03

4/30/03

6/29/03

5/28/03

=
B
NS N =N

48-1

35-13

440

17-32

47-0

28-22

28-22

26-19

33-16



SENATE VOTES

Legislator
Charles W. Albertson

Austin M. Allran
Tom Apodaca
Patrick J. Ballantine
Marc Basnight

Phil Berger

Stan Bingham
Harris Blake
Andrew C. Brock
Robert C. Carpenter
John H. Carrington
Daniel G. Clodfelter
Walter H. Dalton
Charlie S. Dannelly
Katie G. Dorsett
James S. Forrester
Virginia A. Foxx
Linda D. Garrou
John A. Garwood
Wib Gulley

Kay R. Hagan

Cecil Hargett
Fletcher L. Hartsell, Jr.
Robert L. Holloman
Hamilton C. Horton, Jr.
David W. Hoyle
Clark Jenkins

John H. Kerr, IIT
Eleanor Kinnaird
Jeanne H. Lucas
Vernon Malone
Stephen M. Metcalf
Tony P. Moore
Robert Pittenger
William R. Purcell
Joe Sam Queen
Anthony E. Rand
Eric Reeves

Robert A. Rucho
Larry Shaw

Fern Shubert

R.B. Sloan, Jr.

Fred Smith

R.C. Soles, Jr.
Richard Stevens

A. B. Swindell, IV
Scott Thomas

Jerry W. Tillman
Hugh Webster
David F. Weinstein

About the author: John L. Rustin is director of government relations for the North Carolina Family Policy Council.
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Organized in 1992, the North Carolina Family Policy Council is a nonpartisan, nonprofit, research and education organization. Our goal is to serve as a
voice for families and traditional family values in the public policy arena. We are supported solely by private contributions which are tax deductible as
provided by law. Our mailing address is P.O. Box 20607, Raleigh, NC 27619. Phone: (919) 807-0800. Fax: (919) 807-0900. Findings is a publication of the
North Carolina Family Policy Council which is intended to communicate research findings and perspectives on public policy issues that affect the family.
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the passage of any bill before Congress or the North Carolina General Assembly. Printed August 2003.

6




